The drug contains hydantoin, a chemical group which is not used in any other form in pharmacology and whose action is unknown. It is thought that this chemical group is the active part of the compound and is responsible for its action. Nirvanol is most nearly allied to the barbituric acid group of hypnotics, and was first used as a hypnotic and sedative before its use in chorea was discovered.
In most cases a nirvanol reaction is produced after the daily oral administration of 0-3 gram for a period of from eight to fourteen days. The patient develops a morbilliform rash usually on the chest, abdomen and limbs, the face being only slightly affected, though some cedema of the eyelids and conjunctivitis may occur. A rise of temperature is usually reported to occur and last a few days, and this may be as high as 104? F. in some cases; with the pyrexia there is a corresponding increase in pulse-rate. In (Table I. ). 
